
 
 

ADF Pulpit Initiative Media Resources 
 

Legal Documents: 
 
• Pulpit Freedom Sunday 2009 Executive Summary for churches addressing current government officials and issues  
• Pulpit Freedom Sunday 2009 FAQ for churches addressing current government officials and issues  
• Pulpit Freedom Sunday 2009 Executive Summary for churches addressing candidates for office and their issues  
• Pulpit Freedom Sunday 2009 FAQ for churches addressing candidates for office and their issues  
• Pulpit Freedom Sunday 2009 White Paper for churches addressing candidates for office and their issues  
 
Additional Resources: 
 
• Law Review Articles Largely Consistent with the Conclusions of the ADF Pulpit Initiative 
• The Pulpit Initiative: What It Is and What It's Not 
• Pulpit Initiative page on main ADF Web site 
 

2009 News Releases and Related Media Coverage: 
 
• Participation in second annual Pulpit Freedom Sunday more than doubles from last year (10/5/2009) 
• Pastors ready for second annual Pulpit Freedom Sunday on Sept. 27 (9/24/2009) 
• IRS withdraws audit on Minn. pastor’s sermons (7/28/2009) 
• Debate on free speech rights of pastors Wednesday (5/19/2009) 
 

2008 Media Coverage: 
 
• Fox News/Associated Press, 10/16/2008 

Black pastor challenges IRS with pro‐McCain sermon 
• WORLD, 10/10/2008 

Pulpit politics 
• Crossville Chronicle (Charles Haynes), 10/9/2008 

Inside the First Amendment: How would Jesus vote? 
• The Missoulian, 10/7/2008 

Politicking from the pulpit not so clear 
• Wichita Times‐Record News, 10/6/2008 

When do winks and nods become illegal? 
• Milwaukee Journal Sentinel (Patrick McIlheran), 10/4/2008 

Preachers should have their say 
• Wall Street Journal, 10/3/2008 

Provoking the IRS, Preachers Address The Bully Pulpit 
• Wall Street Journal, 9/29/2008 

Partisan Sunday sermons test federal tax laws 

Continued on next page >> 

http://www.alliancedefensefund.org/userdocs/Pulpit_Initiative_executive_summary_current_officials_2009.pdf
http://www.alliancedefensefund.org/userdocs/Pulpit_Initiative_FAQ_current_officials_2009.pdf
http://www.alliancedefensefund.org/userdocs/Pulpit_Initiative_executive_summary_candidates_2009.pdf
http://www.alliancedefensefund.org/userdocs/Pulpit_Initiative_FAQ_candidates_2009.pdf
http://www.alliancedefensefund.org/userdocs/Pulpit_initiative_white_%20Paper_candidates_2009.pdf
http://www.alliancedefensefund.org/UserDocs/PI-LawReviews.pdf
http://www.alliancedefensefund.org/UserDocs/WhatIsPI.pdf
http://www.alliancedefensefund.org/issues/religiousfreedom/default.aspx?cid=4951
http://www.adfmedia.org/News/PRDetail/3180
http://www.adfmedia.org/News/PRDetail/3104
http://www.adfmedia.org/News/PRDetail/2759
http://www.adfmedia.org/News/PRDetail/2285
http://elections.foxnews.com/2008/10/16/black-pastor-challenges-irs-pro-mccain-sermon/
http://www.worldmag.com/articles/14500
http://www.crossville-chronicle.com/opinion/local_story_283163820.html?keyword=secondarystory
http://www.missoulian.com/articles/2008/10/07/opinion/opinion71.txt
http://www.timesrecordnews.com/news/2008/oct/06/when-do-winks-and-nods-become-illegal
http://www.jsonline.com/story/index.aspx?id=802326
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB122298627266699921.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB122265357171384405.html


Revised 2/16/2010 

• Washington Post, 9/29/2008 
33 pastors flout tax laws with political sermons 

• Arizona Republic (E.J. Montini), 9/28/2008 
Sermon on the stump: Pastors to violate IRS law 

• Atlanta‐Journal Constitution, 9/28/2008 
Pastor challenges IRS regulations on endorsement 

• Associated Press/ABC News, 9/28/2008 
Protesting pastors back candidates from the pulpit 

• Washington Times, 9/27/2008 
Churches to defy IRS on sermons 

• New York Times, 9/25/2008 
Ministers to defy I.R.S. by endorsing candidates 

• Christianity Today, 9/25/2008 
Endorsing from the Pulpit 

• National Public Radio, 9/24/2008 
Pastors to preach politics from the pulpit 

 

Opinion Editorials and Online Debates: 
 
• Washington Examiner, 1/8/2010 

Erik Stanley:  Get government out of our pulpits 
• Opposing Views, 3/8/2009 

Should churches be tax‐exempt? 
• U.S. News and World Report, 11/10/2008 

IRS Should Not Keep Churches Out of Politics 
• Christianity Today, 10/6/2008 

Who is in Charge of Our Pulpits? 
• Fox Forum: Fox News Blog, 10/3/2008 

Government Has No Business Being in the Pulpits of America 
• Townhall, 10/2/2008 

When Government Gets A Hold of Our Churches 
• Montgomery Advertiser, 9/27/2008 

Tax exemption churches' right 
• Washington Post/Newsweek, 9/25/2008 

Pulpit Initiative about freedom, not politics 
• Washington Times, 9/25/2008 

Revenuers vs. religion? 
• Los Angeles Times, 9/22/2008 ‐ 9/26/2008 

"Pulpit politics" dust‐up online debate 
• Columbus Dispatch, 9/22/2008 

Yes: First Amendment transcends a tax code that prohibits free speech 
• USA Today, 9/18/2008 

Let churches exercise right to free speech 
• Townhall, 9/8/2008 

IRS rules don't trump the Constitution 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/09/28/AR2008092802365.html?hpid=sec-nation
http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/local/articles/2008/09/27/20080927Montini0928.html
http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/metro/stories/2008/09/28/pastors_IRS_regulations.html
http://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory?id=5904677
http://washingtontimes.com/news/2008/sep/27/churches-to-defy-irs-on-sermons/
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/09/26/us/politics/26preach.html?_r=1&em=&adxnnl=1&oref=slogin&adxnnlx=1222453094-lmAO8B1DLg2Dvn9DAIrZbA
http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2008/septemberweb-only/139-41.0.html?start=1
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=95003709
http://www.washingtonexaminer.com/opinion/columns/OpEd-Contributor/Get-government-out-of-our-pulpits-8734185-80941657.html
http://www.opposingviews.com/questions/should-churches-be-tax-exempt
http://www.usnews.com/articles/opinion/2008/11/10/irs-should-not-keep-churches-out-of-politics.html
http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2008/octoberweb-only/142-43.0.html
http://foxforum.blogs.foxnews.com/2008/10/03/opposingviews_1004/
http://townhall.com/columnists/AlanSears/2008/10/02/when_government_gets_a_hold_of_our_churches?page=full&comments=true
http://www.telladf.org/UserDocs/2008-09-27MontgomeryAdvertiser.pdf
http://newsweek.washingtonpost.com/onfaith/guestvoices/2008/09/pulpit_initiative_about_freedo.html
http://washingtontimes.com/news/2008/sep/25/revenuers-vs-religion/
http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/la-oew-lynn-stanley-2008-sep-22-26,0,419677.storygallery
http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/editorials/stories/2008/09/22/Stanley22.ART_ART_09-22-08_A11_U0BCFJ7.html?sid=101
http://blogs.usatoday.com/oped/2008/09/let-churches-ex.html
http://townhall.com/columnists/ErikStanley/2008/09/08/irs_rules_dont_trump_the_constitution

