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ABOUT Sherley v. Sebelius  
On Mar. 9, 2009, President Obama rescinded via executive order former President Bush’s executive order 
that limited federally funded embryonic stem cell research.  Attorneys with Gibson, Dunn, and Crutcher, 
LLC, filed a federal lawsuit alleging that the guidelines governing destructive embryonic stem cell research 
implemented by the Obama administration in July “were promulgated without observing the procedures 
required by law.” 
 
CURRENT STATUS OF Sherley v. Sebelius AS OF 04/09/2010 
On Oct. 27, 2009, a federal district court dismissed the lawsuit, which has now been appealed to the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit.  Oral argument will be held in the case on April 12. 
 
FOCUS OF HEARING – WHAT IS AT STAKE? 
The lawsuit contends that the Obama administration’s embryonic stem cell research policy is in violation of 
the Dickey/Wicker amendment, a federal law which prohibits federal funds being used to destroy human 
embryos for research purposes.  If the policy is upheld, other prohibitions on using federal funds to destroy 
human life could be in jeopardy. 
 
CONTACT 
ADF Media Relations 
Phone: (480) 444-0020, x. 17102 / E-mail: adfmedia@telladf.org / Web: www.adfmedia.org/home/contact 
 
ABOUT ADF 
ADF is a legal alliance of Christian attorneys and like-minded organizations defending the right of people to 
freely live out their faith.  Launched in 1994, ADF employs a unique combination of strategy, training, 
funding, and litigation to protect and preserve religious liberty, the sanctity of life, marriage, and the family. 
 
ABOUT Steven H. Aden 
Steven H. Aden serves as senior legal counsel with the Alliance Defense Fund in its Washington, D.C., 
office, where he heads litigation efforts to defend the sanctity of human life.  Aden joined ADF in 2008 and 
is admitted to the bars of the District of Columbia, Virginia, and Hawaii (inactive).  He is also a member of 
the bars of the U.S. Supreme Court and numerous federal circuit and district courts.  He has practiced law 
since 1990 and earned his J.D. from Georgetown University Law Center. 
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