
 
 
 

 
In just ten short years, the Alliance Defense Fund has been involved in hundreds of cases in 
defense of religious freedom, the sanctity of human life, and traditional values.  The stories 
below are just a small sampling of the ongoing battle to protect our religious liberty, reclaim what 
we have lost, and shape a future where religious freedom is affirmed. 

 
THE CASE OF THE PERSISTENT ATTORNEY 

 
For years, the Irish-Americans Veterans held a parade on St. Patricks’ Day.  That was 
until radical homosexual activists decided that they want to be a part of it.  The activists 
sued the veterans’ to force them to allow the homosexual group to march in the parade. 
 
Chester Darling has his own private law practice in Boston.  He came to the aid of the 
veterans, spending $10,000 of his own money to defend their right to exclude the 
homosexual group from their parade.  Chester and his wife cleaned out their entire 
retirement account and chose to live in a small one-bedroom apartment in order for him 
to keep defending the veterans.  At each court level, Chester and the veterans lost.  
And he could expect little help.  Chester had become a pariah in the legal community for 
defending the veterans.  “Some lawyers aren’t referring cases to me anymore because 
they consider me a ‘homophobic.’  One law firm was going to step up to the plate and 
help me out, but in the end they decided not to get involved. It’s been a lonely fight.” 
 
ADF was willing to step up the plate however.  We provided the funding Chester needed 
once the case got to the United States Supreme Court.  ADF paved the way for Chester 
to observe oral arguments (on another case) at the United States Supreme Court and 
then participate in a “moot” court – or dress rehearsal – before former U.S. Attorney 
General Edwin Meese.  The stakes were huge: a victory by homosexual activists at the 
U.S. Supreme Court would set a precedent that could force other private organizations 
to accept individuals that violate the organization’s basic moral beliefs. 
 
On June 19, 1995, the United States Supreme Court ruled 9-0 that the government 
could not coerce the Irish-American veterans to accommodate homosexual speech or 
participation in the annual parade.   This victory set the precedent that was used five 
years later to successfully defend the right of the Boy Scouts of America to exclude 
practicing homosexuals as scoutmasters.  Thanks to the persistence of Chester Darling 
and ADF funding, the private association rights of groups were protected. 
 
Afterwards, Chester sent the following letter to ADF: 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
THE CASE OF GOD’S PROVIDENCE 

 
In 1993, Robert Wendland, a husband and father of three, was critically injured in an 
automobile accident that left him cognitively disabled.  After sixteen months in a coma, 
Robert awoke, and with time and physical therapy, started to regain some cognitive and 
physical abilities.  Nevertheless, midway through his physical therapy, his wife, who also 
served as his conservator, sought to not only have his treatment stopped, but also to 
remove his feeding tube.  This was despite the fact that Robert had never expressed his 
wishes regarding future treatment if he became disabled. Robert’s mother went to court 
to block the tube’s removal and with the assistance of ADF and its allies, she won at the 
trial court level. 
 
His wife appealed to the appellate court which ruled in her favor.  Robert’s mother then 
appealed to the state Supreme Court.  By this time, Robert had progressed to the point 
that he could operate a manual wheelchair with his left hand or foot or an electric 
wheelchair with a joystick.  He could also operate an augmentative communication 
device to give “yes” or “no” answers to questions. 
 
The California State Supreme Court issued an unanimous 6-0 decision ruling in favor of 
Robert’s mother and consequently, the right to life for disabled individuals was affirmed 
and the so-called “right-to-die” was dealt a crushing blow. 
 
Now…here is where God’s tremendous providence comes into the picture and how He 
can turn tragedy into triumph… 
 
Sadly, Robert Wendland passed away after the California Supreme Court heard the oral 
arguments in the case.  If Robert had died earlier, while this case was still at the lower 
court level, it might have never made it to the California Supreme Court because the 
issue could have been considered moot and untold numbers of disabled individuals may 
have faced an early death. 
 
Janie Hickok Seiss, the attorney for Robert’s mother said: “It [the decision] is going to 
save a lot of lives.  I just wish Robert were here for this.” 
 
But through His providential timing, the Lord used Robert Wendland’s tragedy to give 
hope to those individuals and families who will face such difficult decisions in the future. 
 



 
THE CASE OF THE RETIRED MISSIONARIES 

Timothy Denney was the ADF trained volunteer attorney who provided the assistance to 
the Christian missionary campground mentioned in today’s radio feature.  Here is Mr. 
Denney’s   a letter he sent to ADF President, CEO, and General Counsel Alan Sears: 



 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Because of ADF volunteer attorney Timothy Denney’s tireless sacrifice to go the extra 
mile these dedicated Christian workers will now be able to spend their retirement years 
in dignity and comfort.  Over 700 attorneys have now completed ADF’s National 
Litigation Academy program.  These attorneys, like Timothy Denney, are now actively 
involved on a daily basis in the defense of religious freedom, the sanctity of human life, 
and traditional values. 

 



THE CASE OF THE FLORIDA SPIRITUALISTS 
 
Few places in America cry out for the Gospel more than Cassadaga, Florida.  This small town 
bills itself as the “Metaphysical Mecca” of Florida. 
 
The population of Cassadaga is almost entirely made up of “spiritualists” who believe that they 
can communicate with the dead.  There are no Protestant, Catholic, or Jewish congregations in 
the area.  It was into this environment that Pastor John Farro and Dunamis Community and 
Outreach Ministries wanted to bring the Good News of Jesus Christ. 
 
The ministry purchased approximately an acre of land outside of Cassadaga to start a church.  
They applied for zoning approval, but their request was denied by Volusia Country (where 
Cassadaga is located) after spiritualists stated that they did not want to be “evangelized.”  One 
dissenting councilman called the decision “stupid” since there was no objective reason to deny 
the church the right to build on the property. 
 
Two attorneys, backed with ADF funding, filed a federal lawsuit on behalf of the church, claiming 
that the council’s decision violated not only the First Amendment but the Religious Land Use 
and Institutionalized Persons Act or RLUIPA, which was signed into law in 2000. 
 
On September 5, 2002, the Volusia County Council approved a settlement agreement that 
ended the lawsuit and gave the church the right to locate in Cassadaga.  The attorneys handling 
the case said: “This settlement establishes the first Christian church in Cassadaga…an area 
most churches have avoided because of its spiritualist nature…” 

 



THE CASE OF THE LITTLE LEAGUE UNIFORMS 
THE CASE OF THE VIDEO STORE 

 
C and J Video has advertised its pornographic movie rental business through out the 
Southern United States.  They also attempted to rent X-rated videos on the backs of 
innocent little leaguers. 
 
When C and J Video paid to have their names on the uniforms of the Lillian, Alabama 
Barracudas baseball team, Christian parents resisted and had their children wear 
generic T-shirts instead.  The league told the parents that their children could not play 
unless they wore the walking billboards for pornography. 
 
The parents filed a lawsuit, and with the help of an ADF allied attorney.  The case went 
to Alabama Circuit Court and the parents were able to win a temporary restraining order 
against the little league sports association so the boys did not have to wear the uniforms 
and be walking billboards for pornographic movies. 

 
 



THE CASE OF THE ELEPHANT DOLL 
 
In 1996, Christian parents whose children attended schools in the Bedford Central 
School District began to be alarmed.  Their children were coming home with stories 
about bizarre occult, pagan, and New Age activities and teachings at school. 
 
When the parents began checking into the facts, their alarm grew to outrage.   
 
On Earth Day, a Bedford high school staged an elaborate Gaia (the goddess of the 
earth) worship ceremony.  Students built an altar and then, to a chorus of drums, were 
urged to “do something that would make Mother Earth smile.”   
 
But that was not the only occult activity going on in the school district.  As part of a 
school “international” enrichment” theme week, a fourth-grade teacher read a story from 
India, “How Ganesha Got His Elephant Head.”  “Lord Ganesha’ is a Hindu God. 
 
After reading the story, the teacher had the students construct a paper image of 
Ganesha and announced that they would be making clay images as well.  Children 
were also told to make “worry dolls” to put under their pillows at night that would “take 
all our worries away.”  Christian parents objected to both their children creating false 
idols as well as engaging in New Age superstition.   
 
The parents tried to settle their complaint against the school district out of court.  But the 
school district refused.  Finally, with ADF’s financial help, the parents filed suit in federal 
court to stop the promotion of anti-Christian religion.  In fact, this same school district 
had forbidden all public expression of the Christian faith. 
 
A federal judge agreed with the parents.  While the court made it clear that the teacher 
did not violate the Constitution in reading religion-based stories, the teacher did cross 
the line when the students were asked to create images honoring a Hindu God.  This is 
important, because it means that Bible stories can still be read in public schools as well. 



 

STARVING SENIORS 
For twenty years, senior citizens at the Balch Springs (Texas) Senior Center have used 
the facility for social programs and recreational events.  A group of Christian seniors 
had also gathered – without government interference -- at the center to sing gospel 
songs and hear the Word of God from a retired pastor.  These seniors also quietly say a 
word of thanks to the Lord when they receive their meals at the center.  All prayers and 
participation in the worship service are voluntary – no one is coerced into praying or 
attending. 
 
Then things changed.  In August 2003, the city of Balch Springs enacted a new policy 
that stated that all mealtime prayers, gospel music, and “religious messages” cease 
immediately.  No other group was censored, only Christians. 
 
Liberty Legal Institute, with ADF’s backing, jumped in to defend the right of these 
seniors to worship God at the center.  Liberty Legal immediately sent a demand letter to 
the city – which was ignored -- to reverse its policy or face a lawsuit on the grounds that 
they had denied the seniors their First Amendment right to worship freely.  The seniors 
were willing to take a stand.  Some began to very peacefully picket the center to protest 
the actions of the city. 
 
Then the city fired the center’s events planner and bus driver – cutting off the seniors’ 
access to museum outings, the state fair, and funerals of their friends.  They even 
refused to allow the seniors to go to the drug store to get their prescriptions filled!   
 
As promised, Liberty Legal – led by ally Kelly Shackelford -- filed a lawsuit against Balch 
Springs – alleging multiple violations of both the Texas and U.S. Constitutions.  The 
city’s response?  They threatened to stop the meal service to the seniors if they did not 
drop the lawsuit!     
 
The situation had gotten so bad that the United States Department of Justice got 
involved – opening an investigation of the city’s policy. 
 
Finally, at the federal courthouse in Dallas, Balch Springs agreed to end its 
discriminatory policy.  In addition, the judge ruled that the seniors were to receive 
monetary damages from the city. 

 
 


