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Defending Our Firat Liberty

In just ten short years, the Alliance Defense Fund has been involved in hundreds of
cases in defense of religious freedom, the sanctity of human life, and traditional values.
The stories below are just a small sampling of the ongoing battle to protect our religious
liberty, reclaim what we have lost, and shape a future where religious freedom is
affirmed.

REZONED CHURCH

A church in Southern California (name withheld because of pending litigation) had
existed on the same property for over twenty-five years. A few years ago, they felt led
to build a Christian school on their property.

The church went through all of the proper permissions and permit processes. They
even made a change to their plans that cost 1.5 million dollars in order to meet city code
requirements. At no time in the process were they told that their school would not be
approved. However, when the time came to obtain an occupancy permit for their new
school, their request was denied by the city.

Unfortunately, it got even worse. The city (name withheld) said that the church could
only not occupy their new school building, but slapped restrictions on the use of their
regular church building. The city told the church that they could only have ten weddings
or funerals a year, and placed severe limits on weekday and weeknight activities on the
church. For example, the church was told that all weeknight meetings had to be over by
7 p.m.., and that only three meetings a year could last as late as 8:30 p.m.

ADF is presently involved in the preliminary stages of this case.



RETIRED MISSIONARIES

Timothy D_enne_y was the ADF trained volunteer attorney who provided the assistance to
the Christian missionary campground mentioned in today’s radio feature. Here is Mr.
Denney’s a letter he sent to ADF President, CEO, and General Counsel Alan Sears:
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February 18, 2003

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL

Alan Sears

Alliance Defense Fund

15333 N. Pima Road, Ste. 165
Scottsdale, Arizona 85260

Re:  Religious Freedom Presentation in Michigan
Dear Alan:

I am writing this letter in the hopes of encouraging other current and future ADF-affiliated
attorneys. Since my teenage years, I felt God’s call to become an attorney who would assist in the
battle for religious freedom. After I graduated from the University of Michigan law school and spent
over a decade in private practice, I found myself doing very little religious freedom work. There was
one period where I handled some particularly grueling and ugly partnership dissolution litigation
when 1 realized this was not why I went to law school. About that same time, I received an
invitation to attend Alliance Defense Fund’s litigation academy in Puerto Rico (you may or may not

_ remember me but you and your wife met myself and my wife when we were out for a walk). The
ADF academy helped spark my renewed interest in restructuring my practice to do more religious

freedom work.
In July of 2002, -alled me and asked if I would assist them in representing
the Carson City Christian Camping Center. . obtained my name from ADF. As part

of the Camping Center’s ministry, it provides small building sites for retiring Christian workers and
planned to add more sites in the future. The sites were smaller than one acre in size. After the
second site was installed, the Camping Center was notified that the township had a 1-acre minimum
lot size requirement and threatened enforcement action against the Camping Center. The township
seemed to be unfazed by a letter that I sent them suggesting that the Religious Land Use and
Institutionalized Persons Act might apply and prevent them from enforcement action. (A recent
finding by the 6% Circuit Court indicated that the Act would not apply because it was not a zoning
or landmark ordinance.) On February 12,2003, I attended the township board meeting at the request
of my contact from the Camping Center. He feared from the previous month’s board action that
enforcement action was imminent. He asked me to make a presentation to the board. As I drove to
the board meeting that night after already having putting in an 8hour/100 mile day, I realized [
wasn’t exactly sure how far away this municipality was. As the mile markers slipped by (80 miles,
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Because of ADF volunteer attorney Timothy Denney'’s tireless sacrifice to go the extra
mile these dedicated Christian workers will now be able to spend their retirement years
in dignity and comfort. Over 700 attorneys have now completed ADF’s National
Litigation Academy program. These attorneys, like Timothy Denney, are now actively
involved on a daily basis in the defense of religious freedom, the sanctity of human life,
and traditional values.

ABANDONED FAMILY

The homosexual agenda is not an impersonal force. It touches and destroys the lives of
real people, like a Christian mother whose husband announced that he was leaving her
and her two boys to enter into a new homosexual lifestyle as a “transgendered” female.
For three years, she was locked in a devastating legal battle with her former husband
who began living with a woman as a lesbian and sued her for custody of their children.
His case was supported by wealthy and powerful national homosexual “rights” groups.
By God’s grace, ADF provided the funding she needed to keep custody of her children —
a battle she won in 1997. Here is her personal testimony from when she was in the
midst of the battle:

“I have two boys. My oldest son was in kindergarten, and my youngest was two and in
diapers when this all began. One of the things that | wanted to share with you is some
of the details of the attack on my family...

We have lost a father and a life partner. My mother has lost a son-in-law, and his
parents have lost a son. We lost our home...Security, self-confidence, and inner peace
were lost because of this very traumatic situation. My six year old and | have
undergone periods of extreme grief resulting in depression. A lost of financial strength
has occurred from the breakup of our family. The loss, pain, and sorrow of a family
being broken up and of the unusual twist to mine have been very intense.

| felt like my life has been saved because of your support and backing. My boys and |
would not have had a chance at justice if we did not have financial backing because
litigation is so very expensive and time consuming. You don’t have a chance at justice
if you can't get your foot in the door and then maintain the stand that you are trying to
take.

Most of the losses that the boys and | have endured, and the pain and the suffering,
cannot be regained. | also know that the Lord is performing a lot of healing through the
scarring process. | am not so much concerned for the harm that has been done to our
family but for the possibility of future harm to my boys...ADF has made it possible for
me to proceed on from the circuit court to the court of appeals. You have made that
possible for the amount of time that it has taken to work on this precedent-setting case.
To prepare a brief for the appellate court to look at and to determine that the circuit
court make a drastic mistake in granting out-of-state, unsupervised visitation to my



former husband [and his sex partners] have been battles. The battles that we are in are
not over.

There is literally a battle for the hearts and minds of my children. It has been quite
frightening. | have had no experience in the legal system until now. Itis a stand that |
know the Lord is requiring of me for my little boys. It is a precedent-setting case in my
state, and | know the outcome will affect other spouses and children in other
states...There has been a certain amount of persecution. I'm simply a mom standing
up for the best interest of my children, but the ridicule that | have received has been
quite interesting. | have been told that | am closed-minded, and | have been accused of
poisoning the minds of my children. | have been threatened with fines and jailing...

She won her case in 1997 and a few years later, we received the following note from
her:

“I continually thank God for the work of ADF and the impact you have made on my
family, especially my children. 1 received a grant from ADF back in the organization’s
infancy. At that time my husband had left me, our young children, and the truth of
Scripture which he had professed for over 20 years for the homosexual lifestyle...l was
fighting for sole custody of my children and the right to raise them in the truth of
Scripture while protecting them from the indoctrination of the homosexual theology. |
was awarded sole custody and restrictions were placed on what could occur during his
visitation with the children. His appeals and desire to overturn this order were denied
and the lower court’s ruling was upheld...God’s faithfulness despite our circumstances
has been seen in each of my children’s acceptance of Christ as their Lord and Savior...”

ELEPHANT DOLL

In 1996, Christian parents whose children attended schools in the Bedford Central
School District began to be alarmed. Their children were coming home with stories
about bizarre occult, pagan, and New Age activities and teachings at school.

When the parents began checking into the facts, their alarm grew to outrage.

On Earth Day, a Bedford high school staged an elaborate Gaia (the goddess of the
earth) worship ceremony. Students built an altar and then, to a chorus of drums, were
urged to “do something that would make Mother Earth smile.”

But that was not the only occult activity going on in the school district. As part of a
school “international” enrichment” theme week, a fourth-grade teacher read a story from
India, “How Ganesha Got His Elephant Head.” “Lord Ganesha'’is a Hindu God.

After reading the story, the teacher had the students construct a paper image of
Ganesha and announced that they would be making clay images as well. Children
were also told to make “worry dolls” to put under their pillows at night that would “take
all our worries away.” Christian parents objected to both their children creating false
idols as well as engaging in New Age superstition.



The parents tried to settle their complaint against the school district out of court. But the
school district refused. Finally, with ADF'’s financial help, the parents filed suit in federal
court to stop the promotion of anti-Christian religion. In fact, this same school district
had forbidden all public expression of the Christian faith.

A federal judge agreed with the parents. While the court made it clear that the teacher
did not violate the Constitution in reading religion-based stories, the teacher did cross
the line when the students were asked to create images honoring a Hindu God. This is
important, because it means that Bible stories can still be read in public schools as well.

PRAYING TEACHER
RECESS PRAYER

Lance Sorenson had been teaching school in Washington State for twenty-eight years.
As a Christian, he was concerned about the eternal destiny of his students and decided
to start a private prayer group and Bible Study with other Christian teachers that met in
a classroom before school hours (non-contract time). School administrators knew of the
meeting and had no objection.

Then one day, just before they were to start, the teachers were told by a school official
that they had to cease — the superintendent has decided that the Bible Study and prayer
group is forbidden. The teachers moved to a local church.

Then Mr. Sorenson read a policy governing religious meetings on school property and
realized that the guidelines applied to students, not employees. The district then came
back and told the teachers that they could meet at the school, but would have to pay
rent! The district said that the Bible Study and prayer meeting violated the
establishment clause of the First Amendment — which was not true.

ADF funded a lawsuit on behalf of Mr. Sorenson and the teachers against the school
district and the teachers secured their right to meet before school at school facilities at
no charge!

SILENCED SOAPBOX

ADF staff attorney Mike Johnson came to the aid of Jefferson Parish, Louisiana pro-life
advocates who found their right to free speech impeded by local government officials.
When these groups tried to stage their annual pro-life march and memorial service,
local officials cited a vague local ordinance that regulated fairs and circuses in an
attempt to silence the pro-lifers. Government officials instructed sheriff’'s deputies to
prevent the event organizers from using low volume amplification equipment, a small
“soapbox” stage, and from playing religious songs to the peaceable crowd of nearly 300
that had assembled on public property — just like secular groups.



Mike attempted to intervene on behalf of the pro-life groups — with no success — to
ensure that the Parish would honor the groups’ constitutional right to free speech and
assembly. As a result, Mike filed a lawsuit against the Parish asking that officials stop
enforcing ordinances that unconstitutionally regulate free speech.

Two days before a federal court would hear the case, Jefferson Parish officials used a
rarely used emergency procedure to approve changes to the ordinances. While this is
an encouraging development, this case will continue to move forward. Mike says: “We
asked them to make these changes three months ago, but the council’s negative
response at the time left our clients with no choice but to file a lawsuit. Although the
council now recognizes that the existing ordinances are blatantly unconstitutional, our
clients suffered discrimination and the court must remedy that. Our first choice is to
solve problems without litigation, but in cases like this one, the pro-life leaders needed
legal representation and we are glad to help.”



